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Keynote Speakers 

Kenn Kaufman is recognized as one of the 
world’s most renowned bird experts. He is 
the author of a very popular nature field 
guide series and a highly sought after public 
speaker. Kenn’s move to this area in fall of 
2005 generated much excitement across 

the country, resulting in thousands of birders visiting this region to 
enjoy the fabulous birding that this area is now becoming famous for. 
A lifelong naturalist, Kenn Kaufman did not really focus on birds until 
the age of six, but since then he has tried to make up for lost time, 
pursuing birds in all fifty states and on all seven continents. Now 
working as a freelance editor, writer, and book producer, he and his 
wife Kim make their home in Oak Harbor, Ohio.  

Kenn is a field editor for Audubon magazine, and writes regular 
columns for both Bird Watcher’s Digest and Birder’s World magazines. 
Most of his energy currently goes into book projects, including his 
own field guide series, Kaufman Field Guides, published by Houghton 
Mifflin Company of Boston. This series now includes volumes on North 
American birds, butterflies, mammals, and insects. In spring 2005, 
the series was expanded to include the first North American bird 
guide to be published in Spanish. Kenn’s other books include Lives of 
North American Birds. Kingbird Highway, and Flights Against the 
Sunset. 

Kenn’s latest book, Kaufman Field Guide to Advanced Birding, is 
scheduled for publication in Spring 2011, just in time for the festival! 

Kimberly Kaufman is an Ohio native with a lifelong love of the 
outdoors. Kimberly spends most of her time promoting research, 
education, and bird conservation through the Black Swamp Bird 
Observatory (BSBO), where she is the Executive Director. As the 
former Education Director for BSBO, Kim spearheaded the 
Observatory's expanding educational programs, with a focus on 
programs for youth. Her efforts also led to the formation of the Ohio 
Young Birders Club, a growing statewide organization for teens. In 
addition to her work in administration and education, Kim has taken 
part in many research projects. She has spent hundreds of hours 
monitoring Bald Eagle nests, banded colonial wading birds, taken part 
in butterfly and breeding bird surveys, and banded many thousands 
of warblers and other songbirds at the main BSBO study site on the 
Lake Erie shore. Over the past five years, Kimberly has focused a 
great deal of effort on the concept of bird-related tourism, and helped 
to develop The Biggest Week In American Birding: an 11-day, spring 
birding festival in northwest Ohio. Kimberly will also serve a term as 
President of the Board of the Visitors' Bureau for Ottawa County.  
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 FLORIDA KEYS BIRDING AND 
WILDLIFE FESTIVAL 

September 21-25, 2011 
WELCOME to the Thirteenth Annual Florida Keys Birding and 

Wildlife Festival!  We are again pleased to offer a diverse selection of 
environmental programs, informative field trips and educational 
speaker presentations. 

The Florida Keys is a 240-mile long string of islands extending 
south and west of the Florida mainland.  The natural value of this 
region is strikingly demonstrated by the number and variety of 
preserved areas located here.  Within this string of islands lie Crocodile 
Lake National Wildlife Refuge (NWR), the National Key Deer Refuge, 
the Great White Heron NWR, Key West NWR, part of Everglades 
National Park, Biscayne and Dry Tortugas National Parks, and ten 
Florida State Parks. 

The Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary protects 2,900 square 
miles of waters surrounding the islands of the Florida Keys from Miami 
to the Dry Tortugas.  Within its boundaries, about six miles seaward of 
the Florida Keys, lies North America’s only coral barrier reef and the 
third longest barrier reef in the world.  As you can imagine, the Keys’ 
natural history is unique, diverse, and exciting. 

The Florida Keys Birding and Wildlife Festival is held annually with 
interpretive programs and field trips scheduled throughout the Keys.  
These programs and field trips include the National Key Deer Refuge, 
Dry Tortugas National Park, Curry Hammock State Park, John 
Pennekamp State Park, Dagny Johnson State Park, Bahia Honda State 
Park, Florida Keys Overseas Heritage Trail, Marathon Garden Club and 
MarineLab. 

Registration is required for some of the off-site field trips and 
programs, with a registration fee of $5, cash, check, or money order.  
This fee is waived for those attending the Friday night Keynote speaker 
or the Saturday morning keynote field trip with Kenn and Kimberly 
Kaufman (or both events.)  Pre-register by using the registration form 
on the website at www.keysbirdingfest.org, call Jim Bell or Ernestine 
Phillips at 305-872-0774.  You may also register Friday evening at the 
Marathon Garden Club (MM 49.9 bayside) or Saturday at Curry 
Hammock State Park (MM56.2 oceanside).  Registering early for the 
programs and field trips is recommended as space is limited.  If you 
have questions about the location of any field trip ask at the 
registration desk Friday evening at the Marathon Garden Club and 
Curry Hammock State Park Saturday, or call 305-872-0774. 

The Festival thanks the  National Key Deer Refuge, Friends And 
Volunteers Of Refuges, Banana Bay Resort, Kona Kai resort, The 

(Continued on page 4) 

http://www.keysbirdingfest.org
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National Key Deer Refuge  
Where: Visitor center located 1/4 mile north of the traffic 

light, US 1, Big Pine Key, MM 30.3, on Key Deer Blvd., in 
the Big Pine Key Plaza 

When: Monday through Friday 9 AM – 4 PM, trails and Blue 
Hole open sunrise to sunset. 

Cost: Free 
Visit natural communities which are critical habitat for hundreds of 

endemic and migratory species including 17 federally-listed species such 
as Key deer, Lower Keys Marsh Rabbit, Silver Rice Rat, and White-
Crowned Pigeon.. 

Highlights 
Plan one hour driving time for every 45 miles 

 

Daily Activities    Page 4-6 
Events at a Glance   Page 10-11 
Wednesday Field Trips  Page 6, 8 
Thursday Field Trips   Page 8,9 
Friday Field Trips   Page 12, 13 
Friday Reception   Page 13 
Saturday Field Trips   Page 13, 14 
Saturday Environmental Fair  Page 13 
Sunday Field Trips   Page 14, 15 
Contacts    Page 19 

Daily Activities 
The following activities are available from our partner organizations every 
day during the festival. 

Florida Keys State Parks: 
John Pennekamp Coral Reef SP (mm 102.6) 
Windley Key Fossil Reef Geological SP  (mm 84.9) 
Long Key SP (mm 67.4) 
Curry Hammock SP (mm 56.2) 
Bahia Honda SP (mm 36) 
Fort Zachary Taylor SP (mm 0) 
Everglades National Park  
State parks are located throughout the Florida Keys. See park websites 

for lodging info, activities, fees and hours. 

Florida Keys Keynoter, and the Monroe County Tourist Development 
Council for their generous support. We wish to thank our partners Kona 
Kai and Banana Bay resorts for providing accommodations for the 
Kaufmans, our keynote speakers. Please contact these facilities for 
more information on special lodging rates and accommodations. Kona 
Kai Resort, Key Largo (800-365-7829) and Banana Bay Resort and 
Marina, Marathon (866-689-4217). See Birding Fest website for full 
details.  

(Continued from page 3) 
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Florida Keys Overseas Heritage Trail 
Where: Throughout the length of the Keys 
What: The trail provides opportunities to hike, run, bike, sight-see, in-

line skate, fish and snorkel 
Cost: Free 

 

Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary: Eco-Discovery Center 
Where: Key West Truman Annex, next to Ft Zach Taylor SP 
Hours: Tue-Sat 9:00am -4:00pm 
Cost: Free 
 

Ethnobotanical Tour of Tropical Plant Species  
Where: The Botanic Gardens at Kona Kai Resort, MM 97.8 
When: Thursday, September 22, and Saturday September 24th: 4:30 

pm. Friday, September 23rd  and Sunday September 25th: 10:30am 
Cost: Minimum $15 donation to the garden - max. 8 people (free self-

guided tours if staying at Kona Kai) 
A tropical botanic garden, open by appointment only, on the fringes of 

one of the world's bio-diversity hotspots. This tour's main focus is on the 
interaction between plants and people. With over 250 species of tropical 
plants, the tour promises "you'll never look at a plant, or your world, in 
the same way again." The Botanic Gardens just opened to the public in 
March of 2011, so you'll be amongst the first to enjoy this unique Florida 
Keys site, with this personalized tour led by the garden's own ethnobota-
nist. The property, overlooking Everglades National Park, is oftentimes 
visited by area and migrating tropical birds; but on this tour bird-lovers 
will enjoy drawing many parallels between how humans and birds rely on 
plants for their daily survival. Visit kkresort.com and choose "Botanic Gar-
dens" for more information. A limited number of  accommodations with 
special pricing are available to Birding and Wildlife Festival attendees. Call 
800-365-7829 for more information about our accommodations or to 
make a hotel reservation.  

Other Places of Interest- 
 

Pigeon Key 
This historical and ecological marvel is located just south of Marathon. 
Accessible by foot (approx. 2.2 mile walk on old 7-mile bridge) or by 

ferry service 
Where: Visitor Center located at mm 50, Knights Key  
Cost: $12 per adult, $9.00 for kids under 14, those under age 4 are 

free 

Key West Garden Club 
This seaside secluded Eden is one of Key West's most tranquil and 

spots.  The grounds feature a rare collection of native and exotic trees 
and plants, including blooming orchids and bromeliads surrounded by a 
historic civil war fort. 

Where: Key West, West Martello Towers 
When: Open 7 days a week, 9:30-5 
Cost: Free 



6 

Everglades National Park Birding Field Trip 

Where
: 

Everglades National Park  

When: 8:00 - 11:00 am  

Leader: ENP interpretive ranger Christi Carmichael.  
Cost: $10/vehicle 

Meet at the Ernest Coe Visitor Center parking lot near the main 
entrance to the park. We'll travel to several birding habitats within the 
area. 

Be prepared to drive your own vehicle and make sure to bring insect 
repellent, water and sun protection.  

Wednesday, September 21 

Other Places of Interest, continued 
The Turtle Hospital  

Where: MM 48.5 Bayside (305) 743-2552  
When: 10 am; 1 pm; 4 pm 
Cost: $15 per person 

$7.50 children 4-12 
Free children < 4 
Limited to 20 people 

Dolphin Research Center  
Where: MM 59 bayside (305) 289-018  
When: 9 AM – 4:30 PM 
Cost: $20.00  

Active military &  veterans - $17.50  
$16.50 senior  
$15.00 children (4–12)  
Free – children<  4  

Key West Tropical Forest and Botanical Garden  
Where: 5210 College Rd, on Stock Island (mm4) 

(305) 296-1504   
When: 10:00 am-4:00 pm  

Cost: Donation requested  

Windley Key Fossil Reef Geological State Park 
Where:  mm 84.9 bayside (305) 664-2540  
When: Friday through Sunday at 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.  
Cost: Tour fee is $3.00 per person, children under 6 free 

Self-guided tours may be taken for the cost of park 
admission - $2.00 per person  
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Long Key State Park Birding Field Trip 

Where: MM 67.4 Long Key Nature Trail  

When: 8:30 - 11 am 

Leader: Janice Duquesnel, Florida Keys Biologist  

Cost: Free (park fee waived) with $5 Birdingfest registration. 
Minimum of 5, max of 15 participants for trip to be held 

Meet in the nature trail parking lot at 8:30am.  We will walk the nature 
trail traversing through several habitats including mangrove, beach/dune, 
transitional wetland, salt pan and hammock. A variety of birds utilize this 
park including shorebirds, raptors and migratory birds. Other species that 
may be heard include mangrove cuckoo and vireos. The species observed 
will depend on migration patterns. 

Be prepared with sunscreen, hats, water and mosquito prevention. 

Wednesday, September 21, continued 

Thursday, September 22 
MarineLab Field Trips  

Where: Key Largo,  MM 103.5 —51 Shoreland Drive (see map pg. 17) 
Participants will need sun protection, hat, sunglasses, sunscreen, 

jacket if rainy, insect repellant & sign a Release Form 
 

Keys Habitats & Backcountry Tour 
When: 8:30 am – 12:00 pm 
Cost: $20/person 
The tour focuses on the importance of mangroves to a healthy marine 

ecosystem.  A high point of the trip is experiencing the silence and 
mystery of a quiet mangrove creek.  

Tour starts with a 45-minute overview of the different terrestrial and 
marine habitats of the Florida Keys and ends with a boat tour of the 
backcountry waters. Minimum 4, maximum 11; Limitations: older than 8 
years, under 18 must be accompanied by parent, not wheelchair 
accessible. 

 
Discover Reef Check (snorkel) 

When: 12:45 pm – 5:00 pm 
Where: Marine Lab MM 103.5 (See map, pg. 17) 

 
Cost: $25 
Become a marine biologist for an afternoon! This half day course 

allows you to see how biologists conduct coral reef research. Try your 
hand at some of the sampling techniques used in monitoring coral reefs.  

Prerequisites: Can swim and use mask, fins and snorkel Participants: 
Minimum 4, maximum 11older than 8 years, under 18 must be 
accompanied by parent; not wheelchair accessible, will need sunscreen, 
swim suit, towel.  Mask fins and snorkel provided if necessary, but bring 
your own if you have them. 
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How To Be a Better Birder  -- Even if You're Already an Expert  

Where:  John Pennekamp State Park, mile marker 100, Key 
Largo  

When: 7pm - 9:30 pm  
Cost: $10/person, limited to 88, registration by RSVP 

only, no pay at door accepted  
Kimberly Kaufman has spent the last 15 years of her life completely 

immersed in the world of birds and birding. 
In this fun and enlightening presentation, Kim will share some of the 

weirdest, coolest, scariest, and  most memorable things she's learned 
about birds and birders, and along the way, try to help you get more 
from every birding opportunity. 

Florida Bay Birding Field Trip  

Where Everglades National Park Ranger Station MM 98, 
bayside  

When 9:00 am– 12:00 pm  
Cost Free with $5 event registration; limited to 8 

participants. 
Join naturalists from Everglades National Park and the Florida Keys  

National Marine Sanctuary for a three hour boating trip in the upper  
reaches of Florida Bay. Bring binoculars and your favorite bird ID  
materials and we’ll motor near mangrove islands to see who’s roosting,  
feeding, and flying overhead. Shoreline excursion on Nest Key if weather  
permits. Bring sun, rain, and bug protection  

Thursday, September 22, continued 

Botanical and Wildlife Tour of No Name Key  

Where National Key Deer Refuge Visitor Center, Big Pine Key, 
mm 30.3  

When: 9:00am-11:00 am  
Cost Free with $5 Event Registration, Limited to 2-15 

people 
Group will travel to No Name Key to explore the hardwood hammock, 

freshwater wetlands and saltmarsh habitats and the creatures that live 
there. 

Bring binoculars, camera, birding guide, sunscreen, insect repellant, 
hat, water and a snack.  Need footwear for possibly muddy trails.  
Restrooms and water fountain available in VC.  Water bottles for sale in 
VC sales area.  
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Keynote Speaker: Guided walk on How To Be a Better Birder  -- Even if 
You're Already an Expert  

Where:  Dagny Johnson SP, SR 905, one mile north of the 
junction of US1 mm 106, ocean side  

When: 8 am—11 am 
Cost: $25/person, limit 20. Must RSVP by September 16, 

2011. No “pay-at-the-door”  
Kimberly Kaufman has spent the last 15 years of her life completely 

immersed in the world of birds and birding, and will try to help you get 
more from every birding opportunity. 

Friday September 23rd 

Docent Tour and Bird Watching  
Where:  Key West Tropical Forest and Botanical Garden, 

Stock Island  
When: 2:00 pm  
Cost: $10 donation to Garden -minimum of 4, max 10  
Offering a Docent tour and bird watching opportunity at the 15 acre 

Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden, a frost free, tropical moist 
forest unique to the lower keys boasting 164 species of birds and 52 
species of butterflies throughout the year.  The walk features hardwood 
hammocks, freshwater wetlands, butterfly gardens and other unique 
natural settings.  

Bring water, binoculars, walking shoes. 

Key West Wildlife Rescue Center 
Where: 1801 White Street 
When: 10 am - 11 am Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
Cost: Free, donations appreciated 

Leader: Thomas Sweets/Peggy Coontz 
Behind the Scenes Tour of Clinic and Aviaries. The tour encompasses 

a behind the scenes look at the clinic, aviaries, and grounds of a working 
wildlife center. The center caters to wild birds and key west chickens. 
Wheelchair accessible. Restrooms and water available at Center Pavilion.  
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SATURDAY, September 24 
Keynote Guided  Birding walk on National Key Deer Refuge  

Where: National Key Deer Refuge Visitor Center, Key Deer 
Blvd, off US 1, mm 30.3 

When: 8 am – 11 am , Followed by book signing at the Key 
Deer Bookstore at 12:00 pm 

Cost: $ 50/person, limit 20, RSVP accepted, can pay at the 
door  

Leader: Kenn and Kimberly Kaufman  
Join our leaders for a morning of birding on National Key Deer 

Refuge, Big Pine Key. Bring binoculars and birding guides!  

Curry Hammock Environmental Fair 
Free, fun-filled day at Curry Hammock State Park mm 56.2 
FREE Admission to the Park for the day, FREE T-shirts and FREE lunch 
from 12noon on        While supplies last  
10 am – 3 pm 

· Fun for  people of all ages, including kids and kids-at-heart 
· Hands-on outdoor activities:  
· Net fish and aquatic creatures in shallow seagrass beds 
· Guided beach hike & self-guided kayak tours 
· Native Wildlife 

FRIDAY RECEPTION 
Marathon Garden Club–MM 49.9 Gulfside 

Cost:  $25  
6 PM Registration, refreshments and hors d’oeuvres 

7:00PM Keynote talk by internationally acclaimed birder Kenn 
Kaufman - Kingbird Highway: Extreme Birding in another 
Era  

8:30 PM Book signing by Kenn and Kimberly Kaufman  

Docent Tour and Bird Watching  
Where:  Key West Tropical Forest and Botanical Garden, 

Stock Island  
When: 2:00 pm  
Cost: $10 donation to Garden - minimum 4, max 10 

participants  
Offering a Docent tour and bird watching opportunity at the 15 acre 

Key West Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden, a frost free, tropical moist 
forest unique to the lower keys boasting 164 species of birds and 52 
species of butterflies throughout the year.  The walk features hardwood 
hammocks, freshwater wetlands, butterfly gardens and other unique 
natural settings.  
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Capturing Wildlife & Birds “Through The Lens” 
Where: Eco-Discovery Center, Key West (Next to the 

entrance to Fort Zachary Taylor Historic State Park) 

Leader: Dick Fortune and Sara Lopez  
Cost: $10, can pay at the door  

Award winning nature photographers Dick Fortune & Sara Lopez will 
be giving an up close and personal photographic presentation of South 
Florida's birds and wildlife as seen through the lens.  

The presentation will include a unique collection of nature's critters, 
as seen through the powerful telephoto eyes of this artistic couple. They 
will be providing the audience with simple tips on taking images to the 
next level, so come and join them for an evening of learning and fun!  

Also, Dick and Sara will be at Ft. Jefferson on Sunday and are very 
approachable for advice.  Bring your cameras with you!  

When: 6:30 pm wine and cheese social, program 7:30pm - 
9pm  

SATURDAY, September 24, continued 

Sunday, September 25 
Field Trip: Dry Tortugas Birding/Photography 

The following two trips may be participated in with one registration fee 
of $25. Participants are permitted to move between the two trips. 

However, you must register for one or the other.  
Where: Yankee Freedom ferry to the Dry Tortugas, 240 

Margaret St. 305-294-7009, www.yankeefreedom.com  

When: 7:30 AM  (Allow time for parking) 
Cost: $25  Does not include Ferry passage. Participant 

registers independently. 
Leader: Trip #1 

Join local birder Dr. Mark 
Whiteside for this very 
special all-day birding trip to 
the amazing Dry Tortugas, 
60 miles west of Key West. 
The trip returns by 5:30 PM., 
continental breakfast and 
lunch are included. Trip 
information will be mailed to 
registrants. 

Trip #2 
Wildlife photographers 

Dick Fortune and Sarah, 
Lopez, presenters from the 
Saturday night program will 
show how professional 
wildlife photographers 
obtain those outstanding 
wildlife photographs. 

Dock and check-in is at the foot of Greene & Elizabeth in the Historic 
Key West Seaport 305-296-5556   

http://www.yankeefreedom.com
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Where: Curry Hammock State Park Nature Trail, MM 56.2 
bayside 

When All Day - 2-hr. rentals Kayak 10-12; Bicycle 1:30-3:00 
Cost: Pedal: $10 each, or $15 for both, limit 10 each. Must 

have own bicycle.   
Paddle: Can bring own kayak or canoe or rent from 

Curry Hammock State Park. - $21.50 for double, $17.20 
for single for the two hour trip. 

When registering, ask the registrar for a free Birding 
Festival t-shirt (specify size) to be set aside, available 
during the event and at the Saturday environmental fair 
at Curry Hammock State Park.  

Join Florida Keys Overseas Heritage Trail  guide Monica Woll and ride 
the 12 mile Grassy Key section of the Overseas Heritage Trail through 
Curry Hammock State Park, and/or paddle around Little Crawl Key and 
Deer Key to a beach for a rest stop and help with a cleanup at a secluded 
beach. 

Curry Hammock Pedal and Paddle  
Sunday, September 25, continued 

Notes 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 
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_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 
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